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Welcome to Adventure Consultants Guided Ice Climbing! Whether you want to push your 
limits by following your guide on ice routes or whether you are seeking instructional 
time to develop your own climbing skill-set, our Guided Ice Climbing option gives you the 
flexibility to design a trip that meets your desires.

Our guided ice climbing option enables you to 
participate in the exciting sport of ice and mixed 
climbing with the support and leadership of an 
experienced guide. The trips operate from July to 
the end of August and initiate out of Queenstown. 
We recommend a minimum of 3 days to get the 
most out of your experience, but options exist from 
2 days to 5 days.

Our Guided Ice Climbing trips are conducted on a 
1:1 or 1:2 guide-to-client basis. We fly by helicopter 
directly from Queenstown airport into Wye Creek, 
which is recognised as the best ice climbing area 
in the country. Once the helicopter lands, you are 
surrounded by beautiful ice flows that drape over 
bluffs and cliffs, providing a smorgasbord of climbs 
of varying difficulty. There are numerous mixed 
climbing routes also, where pitches of rock and ice 
are climbed with bolted protection.

Welcome to our winter wonderland! Photo: Andy Cole

2022 TRIP DETAILS
Dates: Available on demand July to August
Duration: 2–5 days
Departure: ex Queenstown, New Zealand
Price:  From NZ$3,450 for 1:1 guide to climber ratio
 From NZ$2,100 for 1:2 guide to climber ratio

GUIDED ICE CLIMBING NOTES

Our winter ice climbing programme operates from 
our innovative Wye Creek Expedition Base Camp, 
which is set up right at the foot of the ice climbing 
area. A short warm-up hike takes us directly to the 
climbing in the morning, after a leisurely breakfast 
of course! The tents provide a cosy atmosphere 
to enjoy evening meals and reflect on each day’s 
climbing, while plans are hatched for routes to 
climb next day. Climbers enjoy a well-earned sleep 
in a comfortable bed inside our wooden-floored 
expedition sleeping tent.

The Wye Creek area also provides access to routes 
on the Remarkables peaks of Single Cone and 
Double Cone that offer more alpine or mixed 
climbing options. The routes on the Remarkables 
are very alpine in nature, making for long days of 
ascent and descent At the end of the trip, we fly out 
by helicopter to Queenstown in only a few minutes.
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OUR GUIDES
Adventure Consultants employs only IFMGA or 
NZMGA qualified guides, the most advanced 
training and certification program internationally. 
To gain these qualifications, guides must undergo 
rigorous training and assessment on climbing 
skills, instructional skills, avalanche training and 
assessment, wilderness first aid, rescue training and 
much more. The qualification takes around five 
years to attain and ensures you are getting a world-
class professional service.

The instructors on our ice climbing trips have many 
years’ experience, not only in pursuing their own 
climbing careers but also in learning how to pass on 
these skills in an environment which is conducive 
to accelerated learning. Our focus is to pass on 
knowledge that will assist your development 
towards becoming a competent climber. Many 
courses focus primarily on techniques that are taught 
as skills in isolation, yet we recognise that you need 
to learn those skills in context while you’re actually 
climbing on a mountain, so you know where and 
when to utilise each technique learned.

Success with the highest margin of care is always 
a hallmark of our approach; promoting the 
realisation that even extreme pursuits such as high-
altitude mountaineering can be undertaken safely.

A founding principle at Adventure Consultants is to 
recognise the necessity of positive communication 
within the group to foster an open and friendly 
approach to communicating and reinforcing 
learning processes.

HOW THE TRIP OPERATES
We meet you at 8.30am on Day 1 at the Heliworks 
Hangar, Queenstown Airport, Tex Smith Lane, 
Queenstown. Prior to the trip starting, we will 
contact you with a list of gear to bring with you 
and your guide will take this opportunity to 
check off your items against this list. Any rental 
equipment will be fitted at this time and final 
purchases can be made.

We then fly by helicopter directly to the 
ice climbing area at Wye Creek behind the 
Remarkables Range.

Push your limits. Photo: Andrew Peacock/Footloose Photography Heli access in and out. Photo: Andrew Peacock/Footloose Photography

Intensive 1:1 or 1:2 guidance. Photo: Andrew Peacock/Footloose Photography
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Soon after we land, we’re ready we make a short 
hike to the ice crags and start climbing.

Each day we leave the camp after breakfast and 
climb until dusk. We have options to visit several 
ice-and-mixed crags that offer a wide variety of 
routes and conditions. On the last day, we fly out by 
helicopter to Queenstown.

PREREQUISITE EXPERIENCE
Anybody who has climbed ice before to any 
standard can participate, although we regularly 
introduce people to ice and mixed climbing 
who have no previous experience. Often people 
will have some rock climbing experience or a 
background in the outdoors. Ice climbing is a 
fabulous activity but participants do need to be 
physically fit, able to enjoy colder temperatures and 
to push themselves physically. If you are wondering 
whether this activity is appropriate for you, then 
give us a call to discuss how the trip will run.

GROUP SIZE
Trips can operate on a 1:1 or 1:2 guide to climber ratio.

CLIMBING SEASON
Our ice climbing season runs from July to 
September, with the most stable ice conditions 
being in July and August. We have approximately 9 
daylight hours in winter. Temperatures may drop to 
as low as -10°C and could rise to as high as 5°C.

EQUIPMENT
Climbing in winter in the New Zealand mountains 
requires good personal gear due to the potential 
cold weather conditions. Our focus is on having the 
essential clothing and equipment, whilst keeping 
pack weights as light as possible for your comfort 
and ease of travel.

We will send you an equipment list as a guideline 
to your equipment requirements. We carry a 
good range of modern rental equipment. If you 
will be renting equipment from us please advise 
your requirements in advance to ensure correct 
sizing and availability. If you intend on buying 
any equipment items, we are happy to advise on 
recommended brands and models, and of key 
importance—their suitability to the type of activity.

Discover New Zealand’s premier ice climbing venue. Photo: Steve Moffat
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We offer our clients discounted prices on a 
selection of climbing equipment and clothing, and 
can arrange for the equipment to be available 
upon your arrival. Your guide will go through an 
equipment checklist with you prior to the trip 
starting. All group equipment including ropes will 
be organised by your guide.

WEATHER
Weather is an integral facet of any mountain 
range and getting to understand and work with 
this major environmental factor is what will 
distinguish you from others. The New Zealand 
weather can be fierce but also benign. A climber 
who learns to optimise their opportunities here 
will have the skills to climb in any other mountain 
environment on Earth.

During your climbing programme, it is probable 
that some adverse weather may affect our 
climbing plans; however, we will attempt to 
anticipate the best moves to make for a positive 
outcome of the trip. At times we may elect 
to delay our departure into the hills in favour 
of other valuable activities and move into the 
mountains when conditions permit.

Adventure Consultants reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the trip at any time if the ice is 
not in condition due to climatic influences, or if 
the climbing area or conditions are perceived by 
Adventure Consultants as being too hazardous. 
However, we will to the best of our ability 
endeavour to find alternative suitable climbing 
venues in order for the trip to take place rather 
than cancel the trip outright.

COMMUNICATION & MESSAGES
Our guides are in radio/cell/satellite phone 
communication with our operations base and 
Department of Conservation headquarters 
throughout the trip. This assists us with schedule 
and weather forecast updates, helicopter 
coordination and safety back up. Urgent messages 
can be relayed via our office to the field if required. 
Each trip travelling into remote regions carries a 
locator beacon for additional security.

FITNESS & HEALTH
Your own level of enjoyment will be directly related 
to your level of fitness, so we encourage you to 
work on your fitness prior to your trip. Building 
up your upper body strength is imperative for ice 
climbing and some training beforehand will really 
help you make the most of your time on the trip. 
Progressing to doing pull-ups in the gym is what you 
need to aim for, and good overall conditioning will 
help you climb for longer each day on your trip.

Our registration form requests that you advise us 
of any medical problems you may have and of any 
medications you are taking. Any information you 
supply will be treated as confidential.

FOOD
We place emphasis on providing nutritious meals 
and a good supply of snack food throughout the 
trip. If you have any special dietary requirements, 
please advise us at the time of registration. For 
special diets such as vegan and gluten or dairy free, 
we will call you to discuss your needs and how this 
will work in the group cooking situation.

Learn advanced techniques with qualified guides. Photo: Guy Cotter
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 Learn correct ice climbing techniques. Photo: Dean StaplesRelax in our comfortable living and dining tent. Photo: Andy Cole

Camp just a short walk from the climbing area. Photo: Suze Kelly

INSURANCE
We highly recommend that you take out trip 
cancellation insurance via your travel agent. This 
is usually packaged together with your travel 
insurance and covers you for loss of deposit should 
you not be able to make the trip for personal 
reasons or have a mishap prior to the trip.

Whilst our focus is on safety and our track record 
supports this, the mountains do have hazards and 
there is always the potential for mishap. If you were 
injured whilst on the trip, the New Zealand Accident 
Compensation Corporation (ACC) will pay rescue costs; 
however, you may not be eligible for bulk compensation 
payments. You are responsible for any medical or 
evacuation costs beyond the cover provided by ACC.

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION
Air New Zealand and Qantas/Jetstar provide daily 
services to Queenstown from Auckland, Wellington 
and Christchurch airports. There are also direct 
flights from most major Australian cities.

Bus services also operate daily between Christchurch 
and Queenstown (approximately 6 hours travel time).

Queenstown has a range of accommodation from 
backpackers to motels, hotels and luxury lodges. We 
are happy to assist with your accommodation and 
transfer arrangements.

Accommodation at our Wye Creek Base Camp is a 
shared sleeping tent arrangement—please enquire 
with our office for costs if you would like a private 
sleeping tent.

NOTE: Adventure Consultants will provide food and 
accommodation while the trip is running, which is 
from 8.30am on Day 1 until 3.00pm on the final day. 
All food and accommodation outside this time will 
be at your expense.

HOW TO FIND US
We meet at 8.30am on Day 1 at the Heliworks 
Hangar at Queenstown Airport. You will need 
to arrive in town the night prior to the trip 
commencing. Please give us a call to confirm your 
arrival in town.
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Queenstown offers an array of outdoor activities 
just a short drive from the town centre. Two ski 
resorts provide plentiful winter activity and all year-
round fishing, rock climbing, boating, mountain 
biking and numerous other recreational and 
adrenaline activities.

PRICE
All prices listed are per person and in NZ Dollars.

Number of People 1 2

2 Days $3,450 $2,100

3 Days $4,200 $2,530

4 Days $4,900 $2,900

5 Days $5,600 $3,400

Guide to Climber Ratio 1:1 1:2

The price includes:

•  Guide fees
•  Permit fees
•  Accommodation in our expedition-style Base Camp
•  All meals and snack foods whilst in the mountains
•  Group equipment such as ropes, tents and stoves

•  Department of Conservation fees (37125-GUI)
•  NZ Goods and Services Tax (15%)
•  Helicopter flight access and egress into Wye 

Creek Camp

PAYMENT DETAILS
All payments should be made by bank transfer to 
the following bank and account:

Bank: Bank of New Zealand
For the Account of: Adventure Consultants Limited
Account Number: 02 0673 0043443 00
Account Type: NZ Dollars

NOTE: All bank transfer charges are for the 
remitter’s account.

We also accept your deposit and balance payment 
by credit card (Visa, Mastercard and Amex) plus a 
3% card charge.

DEPOSIT

To confirm place on one of our trips, we require 
a completed registration form with a deposit of 
NZ$1,000 per person.

Learning to place ice screws. Photo: Andrew Peacock/Footloose PhotographyOptions for all levels of climbers. Photo: Guy Cotter

Learn in a fun and safe environment. Photo: Andy Cole
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BALANCE

The balance payment is due 60 days prior to the trip 
start date.

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY

• Cancellations outside of 60 days incur a NZ$500 
cancellation fee.

• For cancellations made within 60 days of the 
trip commencement date we reserve the right to 
retain 50% of the full fee.

• For cancellations made within 30 days of the 
trip commencement date we reserve the right to 
retain 75% of the full fee.

• For cancellations within 15 days of the departure 
date a cancellation fee of 100% of the full fee applies.

We recommend you take out trip cancellation 
insurance via your travel agent to be covered against 
cancellation due to medical or personal reasons.

HOW TO JOIN THIS TRIP
If you would like to join one of our New Zealand 
Guided Ice Climbing trips, please complete our 
online booking form and forward your deposit 
payment at https://www.adventureconsultants.
com/expeditions/new-zealand-ascents/guided-ice-
climbing-nz/book-now. 

CONTACT US
If you require more information, please contact us at: 

Adventure Consultants Ltd
PO Box 739
Wanaka 9343
New Zealand

Phone: +64 3 443 8711
Email: info@adventure.co.nz
Web: www.adventureconsultants.com

Looking up the frozen waterfall. Photo: Steve Moffat

https://www.adventureconsultants.com/expeditions/new-zealand-ascents/guided-ice-climbing-nz/book-now
https://www.adventureconsultants.com/expeditions/new-zealand-ascents/guided-ice-climbing-nz/book-now
https://www.adventureconsultants.com/expeditions/new-zealand-ascents/guided-ice-climbing-nz/book-now
mailto:info%40adventure.co.nz?subject=
http://www.adventureconsultants.com


Adventure Consultants is affiliated to the New Zealand Mountain 
Guides Association (NZMGA), New Zealand Alpine Club (NZAC) and 
a corporate member of the American Alpine Club (AAC). Adventure 
Consultants is a supporter of the dZi Foundation in Nepal for their 
‘Revitalise a Village’ programmes. 

Adventure Consultants perform to IFMGA/UIAGM standards and are 
world leaders in high altitude guiding.
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Experience New Zealand’s best waterfall ice. Photo:Andrew Peacock/Footloose Photography


